Four classes of Criminal Courts were to be constituted:
i. Courts of Session; 2. Courts of Magistrates of the First Class;
3. Courts of Magistrates of the Second Class. 4. Courts of
Magistrates of the Third Class.1 A Court of Session was to be
a Court consisting of three Magistrates, of whom one at least
must be a Magistrate of the First Class.2 Political Officers and
British Judges were to be Magistrates of the First Class
Assistant Political Officers and Arab Judges were to be Magis-
trates of the Second Class.3 The Civil Commissioners might
appoint any person a Magistrate of the First, Second or Third
Class.4
The Ottoman Penal Code was replaced on January ist, 1919,
by the Baghdad Penal Code,s based largely on the former, but
with amendments and additions from Egyptian sources, in
turn based on the French Penal Code.
Among the tribes, the Tribal Criminal and Civil Disputes
Regulation continued to be applied with considerable success.6
It was regarded in the tribal areas as 'undoubtedly the most
satisfactory' method of settling tribal disputes,7 as the reason
for decrease of crime8 and as "one of the props of the tribal
system5.9 Although doubt was cast on both the wisdom and
ability of the Administration to continue the tribal system
indefinitely,10 only in eAmara Division was uncertainty felt as
to the usefulness at that time of the Tribal Disputes Regulation.11
1 Bd C, P. Reg, Sec 4
2 Ibid , Sec. 5.
3 Ibid , Sec 6.
4 Ibid , Sec 5.
5 Promulgated   by   Proclamation   of  the   General   Officer   Commanding,
November 2 ist, 1918
6 For views of Political Officers Admin. Reports, 1918: Shatrah (Nasmyah),
p. 387; Qurnah, p. 306; Kut, p. 384; Admin. Report, Hillah, 1919 (Baghdad,
1920), p. 3; 'Amarah Division Admin  Report,   1920-1921   (Baghdad,   1921),
p 7; Monthly Rep*ts , January, 1919, Basra Sanjaq, p. 32
7 Admin. Reports, 1918: Hillah, p. 127.
8 Ibid., Nasmyah, p. 355,
9 Ibid., Hillah District, p. 144.
10 Ibid., 'Amarah, p. 336; Hillah District, p. 34; Hillah Division, pp. 120-1;
'Amarah Report, 1919, p. 9; 'Amarah Report, 1920-1921, p. 25.
11 'Amarah Report, 1919, p. n.
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